
Ideal Research Review  Vol. 81, No.1, March 2025 27

ISSN: 0973-0583

27

Introduction
Education is universally acknowledged as a

fundamental driver of socio-economic progress and
a key enabler of personal and collective development.
In urban settings, the availability and quality of
educational infrastructure directly influence a city’s
economic productivity, social cohesion, and long-term
sustainability. Begusarai Municipal Corporation
(BMC), situated in Bihar, India, exemplifies a region
where education infrastructure has played a critical
role in shaping the aspirations and livelihoods of its
residents. Over the years, BMC has witnessed
commendable advancements in primary and
secondary education, with improvements in school
infrastructure, teacher recruitment, and student
enrollment rates. These developments reflect broader
governmental efforts to address educational disparities
and promote equitable access.

However, despite these achievements,
significant challenges remain. One of the most pressing
issues is the absence of higher education institutions
within the city, which severely limits opportunities for
advanced learning and professional development. This
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gap has led to the migration of talented youth to other
regions, resulting in a "brain drain" that undermines
the city’s potential for growth. Furthermore, disparities
in the distribution and quality of educational facilities
create unequal access, particularly in underserved
zones of the municipal corporation. The lack of
adequate teacher-student ratios,  outdated
infrastructure, and insufficient awareness of
government educational schemes exacerbate these
challenges, leaving many residents unable to fully
benefit from the education system.

Education infrastructure in BMC is not merely
a tool for individual advancement but a crucial
component of the city’s urban development strategy.
A well-educated population contributes to a skilled
workforce, greater economic resilience, and improved
health outcomes. This paper aims to critically analyze
the current state of educational infrastructure in BMC,
identify existing gaps, and propose actionable
solutions to ensure that education serves as a
transformative force for the city’s residents. By
addressing these issues, policymakers and
stakeholders can pave the way for a more equitable,
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prosperous, and sustainable future for Begusarai.
Study Area

  Begusarai city, the administrative headquarters
of Begusarai district in Bihar, India, spans 48.50
square kilometers and is governed by the Begusarai
Municipal Corporation (BMC). Situated in the middle
Ganga plain, the city lies between 25°22'51" to
25°26'35" North latitude and 86°06'19" to 86°09'11"
East longitude, with an average elevation of 48 meters
above sea level (Divya & Yadava, 2017). The terrain
slopes gently towards the south and southeast,
influencing drainage and urban expansion. With a
population of approximately 250,000 (2011 Census),
Begusarai has experienced rapid urbanization,
increasing demand for education and infrastructure.
While primary and secondary schools are available,
the city lacks higher education institutions. Strategically
located 125 km from Patna, Begusarai serves as a
regional economic hub, driven by agriculture, trade,
and small industries, highlighting its importance for
urban development studies.

Objective
This study aims to evaluate the educational

infrastructure in Begusarai Municipal Corporation,
identify gaps, assess their impact, and recommend
improvements for sustainable development.
Methodology

This study employs a mixed-method approach,
integrating both qualitative and quantitative research
techniques to provide a comprehensive assessment
of educational infrastructure in Begusarai Municipal
Corporation (BMC). A combination of primary survey
data and secondary sources ensures a holistic
understanding of infrastructural development,
accessibility, and service quality. Primary data was
gathered through structured questionnaires
administered across six zones of BMC, encompassing
a diverse sample of 402 respondents. The
questionnaire was designed to capture key aspects
such as the availability, affordability, accessibility, and
perceived quality of educational services.
Respondents included residents, educators, and local
administrators, ensuring a well-rounded perspective
on existing infrastructure.

To enhance the validity of the findings,
secondary data sources, including official government
records, institutional reports, and urban planning
documents, were extensively reviewed. Additionally,
geospatial analysis was conducted to map the
distribution of educational facilities, identifying spatial
disparities and service gaps across different areas of
BMC. Statistical analysis tools were employed to
process and interpret the data, identifying significant
trends, infrastructure gaps, and areas requiring policy
intervention. The study's methodological framework
ensures an evidence-based evaluation, enabling a
deeper understanding of the strengths and
weaknesses in BMC’s education sector while
providing data-driven recommendations for
sustainable development.
  Educational Infrastructure

Higher education institutions are vital for driving
social and economic progress, equipping individuals
with advanced knowledge, skills, and career
opportunities. Despite improvements in primary and
secondary education infrastructure, Begusarai
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Municipal Corporation (BMC) faces a significant gap
in higher education facilities. The absence of colleges
for business, law, engineering, or medicine compels
students to migrate to other cities, causing a “brain
drain” that hampers local development.

Currently, BMC does not have a single college
dedicated to business, law, engineering, or medical
education. This absence forces students to migrate to
other cities in search of higher education, leading to
an outflow of young talent that could otherwise
contribute to the town's economic and social
development. The only women’s college in the city,
Shri Krishna Mahila College, is located on Kali Than
Road and primarily serves female students.
Additionally, the city has one nursing college and an
industrial training institute (ITI), which provide skill-
based education but do not comprehensively address
the growing demand for specialized academic
programs.

According to the BiharGIS website and Google
Maps, the geographic distribution of educational
institutions in BMC reflects a significant gap in
accessibility to higher education. While the recent
emergence of new private schools has improved
access to primary and secondary education, the
absence of postgraduate institutions limits advanced
learning and research opportunities. This imbalance
in the education infrastructure hinders socio-economic
progress, as students who leave the city for higher
education often settle elsewhere, leading to a "brain
drain" effect.
   Key Findings

      Bihar ranks lowest in the performance
grading index for school education. Survey data
reveals that 83.8% of respondents in BMC agree that
educational institutions are available in most localities.
Government-run institutions dominate, with 61.1% of
respondents affirming their presence, followed by
29.4% favoring private schools and 9.5% indicating
both types (table 1). The distribution of institutions
includes 15.2% play schools, 30.1% primary schools,
7.5% middle schools, 44% high schools, and only
2.7% inter/degree colleges. There are 55 primary
schools across the six zones, with Zone 4 hosting
48.9% of them, while Zone 6 has the least at 10.3%
(table 2). These figures highlight a disparity in

accessibility, particularly for higher education.
In Zone 1, 43.9% reported both government

and private educational institutions, 24.2% only
government, and 31.8% only private. In Zone 2,
49.2% reported private institutions, 40.0%
government, and 10.8% both. Zone 3 has 57.7%
private and 38.5% government institutions. Zone 4 is
dominated by private institutions (78.2%) with 21.8%
government.

Zone 5 similarly reports 77.2% private and 22.8%
government. Zone 6 has a more balanced split, with 48.3%
government and 51.7% private institutions (Table 1).

Table 1:
Respondent’s response regarding availability

of educational institution.
      Types of educational institution Total (%)

Zone       in your locality (%)
Government Private Both

1 24.2 31.8 43.9 100.0
2 40.0 49.2 10.8 100.0
3 38.5 57.7  3.8 100.0
4 21.8 78.2 100.0
5 22.8 77.2 100.0
6 48.3 51.7 100.0
Total (%) 29.4 61.1 9.5 100.0

              (n=402)
Source: Data is based on primary survey
conducted in the area, 2021

Across all zones, most of the respondent
reported the presence of primary and high schools,
indicating the availability of education at these levels
in the localities. The distribution of educational
institutions varied across zones. In Zone 4, there is
higher concentration of primary schools (48.9%)
compared to other zones, while Zone 5 has higher
concentration of high schools (78.9%). Zones 1 and
6 has a relatively balanced distribution across different
levels of education, including play schools, primary
schools, middle schools, high schools, and inter
colleges/degree colleges (table 3).
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Table 2:
Respondent’s response regarding availability based on level of education.

  Zone Institutions based on level of education (%) Total (%)
Play School Primary Middle High Inter college

School School School /degree college
1 18.2 22.7 18.3 33.3 4.5 100.0
2 18.5 15.4 4.6 56.9 4.6 100.0
3 28.8 34.7 5.8 28.8 1.9 100.0
4 10.5 48.9 7.5 30.8 2.3 100.0
5 1.8 17.5 78.9 1.8 100.0
6 24.2 10.3 6.9 58.6 100.0
Total (%) 15.2 30.1 7.0 44.0 2.7 100.0

(n=402)
Source: Data is based on primary survey conducted in the area, 2021

Table 3:
Respondent’s response regarding fee structure of educational institution.

Zone Fee structure of Educational Institutions (%)  Total (%)
Cheap Reasonable costly Very costly Expensive

1 3.0 16.7 43.9 33.4 3.0 100.0
2 12.3 4.6 26.2 56.9 100.0
3 5.8 34.6 50.0 7.7 1.9 100.0
4 9.0 29.3 39.8 19.5 2.4 100.0
5 14.0 29.8 56.2 100.0
6 44.8 41.4 13.8 100.0
Total (%) 9.5 19.7 38.2 31.1 1.5 100.0

(n=402)
Source: Data is based on primary survey
conducted in the area, 2021

The fee structure of educational institutions
varies across urban zones. In Zone 3, 50.0%
reported costly fees, and 34.6% found fees
reasonable. Zone 4 showed a balanced distribution,
with 29.3% reporting reasonable, 39.8% costly, and
19.5% very costly fees. Zone 6 had 44.8% reporting
cheap fees, indicating higher affordability. The
availability, levels, and fee structures of institutions
differ across zones, influenced by factors like
government or private ownership, education levels,
and affordability (Table 3).

Table 4:
Respondent’s response regarding fee

structure of educational institution.
Zone Do your family avail government
educational schemes (%)                        Total (%)

Yes, they No, they don’t
1 30.3 69.7 100.0
2 21.5 78.5 100.0
3 32.7 67.3 100.0
4 21.1 78.9 100.0
5 12.3 87.7 100.0
6 31.0 69.0 100.0
Total (%) 23.6 76.4 100.0

(n=402)
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Source: Data is based on primary survey conducted in the area, 2021
Only 23.6% of respondents in Begusarai reported benefiting from government schemes like Ayushman

Bharat (Table 4). This highlights the need for better awareness and implementation to ensure broader access
and utilization of these schemes.

Table 5:
Respondent’s response regarding service quality of educational institutions.

Zone Respondent response about service quality of Educational Institutions (%)
Extremely Good Average Bad Extremely Total (%)
Good bad

1 9.1 40.9 30.3 16.7 3.0 100.0
2 13.8 38.5 44.6 3.1 - 100.0
3 25.0 53.8 21.2 - - 100.0
4 8.3 55.6 34.6 1.5 - 100.0
5 - 49.1 49.1 1.8 - 100.0
6 34.5 65.5 - - - 100.0
Total (%) 12.2 50.0 33.3 4.0 0.5 100.0

(n=402)
Source: Data is based on primary survey conducted in the area, 2021

Table 5 highlights the perceived service quality
of educational institutions in Begusarai. Across all
zones, 12.2% rated the service as extremely good,
50.0% as good, 33.3% as average, 4.0% as bad,
and 0.5% as extremely bad. Zone-wise, Zone 6 had
the highest "extremely good" rating (34.5%), while
Zone 3 had the highest combined "extremely good"
and "good" ratings (78.8%). Variations in ratings across
zones indicate differing satisfaction levels and suggest
areas for improvement in service quality.

Across all zones in Begusarai municipal
corporation, 12.2% of respondents rated the service
quality as extremely good, 50.0% rated as good,
33.3% rated as average, 4.0% rated as bad and 0.5%
rated as extremely bad. These responses provide
insights into the perceived service quality of educational
institutions within the present Begusarai. It indicates
the overall satisfaction levels and highlights areas that
may require improvement. The variation in responses
across zones suggests that the service quality may
differ among educational institutions within the different
localities of the municipal corporation.
Gap Identification

The educational infrastructure of Begusarai
Municipal Corporation suffers from several critical

gaps that hinder its potential to fully support the city’s
socio-economic development. One of the most glaring
issues is the lack of higher education institutions, including
colleges and universities offering specialized programs
in engineering, medicine, law, and business. This
absence forces students to migrate to other cities,
resulting in a significant outflow of talent and limiting
the local workforce's development. Additionally, the
distribution of educational institutions across BMC is
highly uneven. While some zones boast a relatively high
concentration of schools, others, particularly peripheral
areas, face severe accessibility challenges. The limited
availability of inter/degree colleges further restricts the
options for advanced education within the city.

Another notable gap is the insufficient teacher-
student ratio, which undermines the quality of education
provided. Many schools lack adequately trained staff
and essential infrastructure such as libraries, laboratories,
and sports facilities. Moreover, awareness and
utilization of government educational schemes remain
low, depriving many residents of the benefits intended
to bridge educational disparities. The absence of
modern teaching aids and digital infrastructure further
exacerbates the challenges, leaving students ill-
equipped for a competitive global environment.
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Impact on BMC
The identified gaps in educational infrastructure

have far-reaching implications for Begusarai Municipal
Corporation. The lack of higher education institutions
perpetuates a cycle of out migration, with talented
individuals seeking better opportunities elsewhere.
This "brain drain" not only weakens the local economy
but also reduces the pool of skilled professionals
available to drive development within the city. The
uneven distribution of schools and colleges
exacerbates social inequalities, as residents in
underserved zones struggle to access quality
education. Furthermore, the inadequate teacher-
student ratios and outdated facilities contribute to
subpar educational outcomes, limiting students’ ability
to compete in higher education and the job market.

Low awareness and participation in government
schemes mean that a significant portion of the
population misses out on financial support and other
benefits designed to improve educational access. This,
combined with high dropout rates and limited
opportunities for skill development, hampers the city’s
ability to build a robust and inclusive educational
ecosystem. In the long term, these deficiencies
negatively impact the overall socio-economic fabric
of Begusarai, reducing its attractiveness as a place to
live, work, and invest.
Conclusion:

The educational infrastructure in Begusarai
Municipal Corporation has made progress in addressing
some basic needs but continues to face significant
challenges that hinder its ability to drive sustainable
development. The lack of higher education institutions,
uneven distribution of schools, and inadequate quality
of facilities are critical issues that require immediate
attention. Addressing these gaps through strategic
investments, policy reforms, and community
engagement can transform BMC’s educational
landscape into a more inclusive and effective system.
By prioritizing education, BMC can empower its youth,
reduce out migration, and build a skilled workforce
capable of driving socio-economic growth. A well-
planned and equitable educational infrastructure is
essential for creating a prosperous and sustainable future

for the city. Policymakers, educators, and stakeholders
must collaborate to implement the recommended
measures and ensure that education remains a
cornerstone of Begusarai’s development strategy.
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