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A long number of calibrated C-14 sites from
the 100 ha city of Anuradhapur in the north central
section of Sri Lanka put the beginning of the elearly
historic period at the site between 7th and 6th cen-
tury BC. An important archeological component of
this period is the occurrence of Brahmi script which
is Found incised. On a large number of sherds. They
begin to oecur right from the beginning of the
Anuradhapura early historic period. According to a
different estimate the first phase of the early historic
period at the site, which possesses 'four potsherds'
scratched with portions of Brahmi inscriptions, cut in
ill-formed but nonetheless Convincing letters, is be-
tween 450 BC and 350 BC, But in this case uncabli
brated versions of the radiocarbon dates have been
used. Whatever it is the occurance of Brahmi script
at Anuradhapura is considerably earlier than the dates
of the Asokan inscriptions.2
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