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ABSTRACT
Ecological intelligence bridges the gap between the natural and man-made worlds. It guides individual
and collective behaviour toward a proper understanding of the environment. Most countries around
the world are experiencing rapid population growth, and in order to meet the needs of these growing
populations, urbanization, industrialization, and technological development are being promoted,
resulting in increased human interference in nature. By ignoring the concept of sustainable
development, every country in the world wishes to enter the race of blind mist development. As a
result, a slew of environmental issues have arisen. People in most parts of the world, for example,
do not have access to clean water. Pollution is causing the melting of snow glaciers. More than 50
seaside cities around the world are at risk of being submerged as a result of this. Climate change
becoming more ofa problem, biodiversity is dwindling, and our relationship with nature is deteriorating,

As aresult, a slew of new diseases have emerged, posing a threat to humanity.
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Introduction:

Humans use the word “‘environment” frequently
almost everywhere on the planet. The natural
environment and living things are inextricably linked.
The environment is dynamic, changing over time and
from location to location. The natural environment is
the primary source of nourishment for all living things.
Human beings interact with the environment at a higher
rate than other organisms, controlling and altering the
natural environment to suit their needs and greed. These
human actions have resulted in a slew of environmental
issues all over the world. Science and technology
advancements have not only improved the quality of
human life but also resulted in an exponential increase
in the human population over the last two centuries. As
aresult, there has been an increase in the consumption
ofnatural resources. As a result, the natural environment
has been badly affected, and environmental issues have
increased. This put a strain on the world’s natural
resources. As aresult, the urgent need to protect the
natural environment and conserve natural resources is
widely addressed in various forms and on various
platforms around the world.
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Environment:

The environment includes air, water, soil, light,
mountains, trees, plants, and animals, among other
things. The laws of nature are the same everywhere;
there are no identical species or climates on the entire
planet, yet they are all intertwined. Knowing about
the environment is critical for all of'us since the only
way to correct the environmental imbalance is for
everyone to have access to information about it. The
planet has infinitely wonderful music for those who
love it, for those who wish to hear it (Sydney Sheldon).
Only awareness can stop it from destroying itself
further. The environment is the sum of all biological
and physical elements that have an impact on living
beings. Physical and chemical components, as well as
geographic location, are all considered.

Ecology:

Ecology is the study of the connection between
biotic and abiotic components. Ecology is the branch
of science that studies the interrelationships between
all living things and their surroundings (Ernest Haeckel).
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As a result, ecology studies not just the
interrelationships between plants, animals, humans,
and the environment, but also the interrelationships
between society and its physical environment. The
ecosystem includes ecology. In the biosphere, there
are numerous ecosystems. The biosphere refers to
the earth’s products that support life, such as seas,
forests, plains, and mountains. An ecosystem is a unit
made up of the interactions between biotic and abiotic
components (AG Tansley). He also stated that the
ecosystem is an open system with a constant and one-
way flow of energy. An ecosystem is a structural and
functional unit generated by the interrelationships of
biotic and abiotic components (Odum). Abiotic and
biotic components combine to form the ecosystem’s
structure. Producers, consumers, and decomposers
are all biotic elements. Temperature, humidity, terrain,
light, inorganic components, and organic components
are all examples of abiotic components.

Ecological Intelligence:

Ecological intelligence is a higher level of
understanding that determines the impact of human
activities on the environment (Daniel Golman). This
understanding enables man to recognize the dangers
he faces and the reasons for these dangers. This
understanding allows man to recognise the dangers
he is in and the reasons for these dangers. It aids
humans in devising solutions to these threats and
determining how to solve them collectively. Daniel
Goleman has emphasized how humans can
understand the consequences of their actions. Human
beings should know their condition from the situational
balance in order to understand the effect of their
activities, and improving their condition is only possible
on the basis of ecological intelligence (McCullum).
Ecological intelligence encompasses critical,
collaborative, and creative aspects. Through
Ecological intelligence, humans will be able to carry
out their daily activities more consciously. Ecological
intelligence refers to the hidden effect in the
environment and its resolution, which is accomplished
through a combination of empathy for all living beings.
Thus, ecological intelligence is defined as an
individual’s collective capacity to understand the
effects of humans on the ecosystem and to improve
the condition of the environment. As a result, people
must accept responsibility for their surroundings

(Goleman). Ecological intelligence is the identification
of behavioural characteristics that lead to
environmentally sound decision-making at the
individual, local, and global levels. The main focus is
on the decisions made by people regarding nature.
As aresult, the primary goal of ecological intelligence
is to raise social and environmental awareness and
influence behaviour (Sterling).

Parameters of Ecological Intelligence:

1. Concerns about Social Environmental
Problems: Human activity has an adverse effect on
the environment in some way. A stone-cutter not only
disperses fine particles in the environment, but it also
makes loud noises. A vehicle’s exhaust pipe emits black
smoke as well as various harmful gases that pollute
the environment. Water contaminated by domestic
waste, pesticides, and chemical fertilizers applied to
fields pollutes water sources. All of this demonstrates
how much human activity pollutes the environment.
Pollution is defined as the accumulation of unwanted
substances in the environment as a result of human
activity. Polluting elements are substances that pollute
the environment. Pollutants are physical, chemical, or
biological elements that enter the environment
unknowingly and have an impact on humans, society,
and other living things.

2. Awareness about changes in the
Weather Pattern: The term “change in weather”
refers to a large-scale shift in the weather. The
discharge of extremely large amounts of greenhouse
gases 1s to blame for this transformation. Coal,
gasoline, and natural gas are thought to be the primary
sources of greenhouse gas emissions. All of this adds
to the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.
The Earth’s average temperature is 15 degrees
Celsius, while geological evidence suggests it has been
higher or lower. However, in the last few years, the
weather has changed dramatically. The weather has
its own qualities, but its appearance is changing.
Summers are becoming longer, while winters are
becoming shorter. Such incidents occur all over the
world. Data from the nineteenth century show that
the average land temperature has risen by 0.8 degrees
Celsius in the last century. Satellite data show that the
sea level has risen by 3 mm per year in the last few
decades, and glaciers are melting at a rate 0of 4% per
year. Weather changes have an impact on humans as
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well as trees, plants, and animals. Premature flowering
of'trees and animals moving from one area to another
are some examples of this.

3. The consciousness of Environmental
Sustainability: With the support of science and
technology, We should try to solve the problems of
water, energy, housing, waste management, and the
environment in a way that the land can tolerate (A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam). Because of the rate at which the
world’s population is growing, it is expected to top
eight billion by 2030. Because of how quickly natural
resources are depleted, natural resources will be
scarce on Earth for the next generation. Environmental
sustainability, also known as sustainable development,
is a concept in which existing resources are used to
meet present requirements while simultaneously
ensuring that resources are accessible to meet the
needs of future generations. We must resolve that the
entire planet requires a genuine and ongoing source
ofprogress (Raghuram Rajan). Along with social and
economic advancement, environmental protection is
a key component of sustainable development. As a
result, we must put the country’s resources to good
use for humanity (Lal Bahadur Shastri, former Prime
Minister of India).

4. Energy Resource Awareness
(renewable and nonrenewable): Humans require
energy to function. Humans obtain most of their energy
from two sources. The first is derived from
nonrenewable resources, while the second is derived
from renewable resources. Nonrenewable energy
resources are limited; the percentage of it that is
regenerated is zero in comparison to consumption.
As aresult, the energy obtained from nonrenewable
resources that we use cannot be produced in a short
period of time, or at least not in our lifetime. For
example fossil fuels.

The term “renewable energy” refers to energy
that is always available and can be produced
indefinitely. Renewable energy can be produced in a
short period of time. Solar energy, biomass, biodiesel,
hydropower, wind, wave, and geothermal energy are
Just a few examples.

5. The consciousness of Biodiversity:
Biodiversity is one of the most important natural
resources that protects us from the dangers of life.
Millions of years of evolution have resulted in

biodiversity. There are approximately twenty million
species on the planet, and none of them are naturally
useless living organism. All of the living organisms have
distinct roles to play in maintaining the balance of the
environment. As a result, biodiversity can differ in
terms of diversity and complexity from that found in
living organism. These levels are related, but they are
expressed differently.

Need of Ecological Intelligence:

The environment is the foundation ofthe entire
biological world; it has aided in its birth and
development from the beginning, and its future
development is also dependent on it. As a result,
making consistent use of the human environment
facilitates its development. Somewhere, it balances
the environment, and somewhere, it 1s used. This
process is ongoing, but issues arise when we begin to
degrade or pollute the basic elements of the
environment. That is why people should step forward
to help maintain the natural environment’s quality,
because a polluted environment is hazardous to
people’s health as well as other organisms (Franson
& Garling). As aresult, the elements of the environment
are unable to carry out their natural functions, and the
ecological balance is disrupted, putting living beings
at risk of various disasters. If the current state of the
environment is allowed to continue for many more
years, human and other organisms’ existence will be
questioned. Today, the entire world is in danger as a
result of widespread environmental degradation, and
the threat 1s growing. This is why, in today’s world,
environmental issues such as water, air, soil, noise,
radioactive pollution, natural disasters, the problem
of organism extinction, ozone layer depletion,
temperature rise, and so on are constantly discussed.

Ecological intelligence is required in humans in
order to understand the earth’s pain and work together
to protect the earth for the continued existence of all
living beings (Daniel Goleman). Scientists, politicians,
economists, sociologists, and others are all warning
about the environmental crisis. Many of these are
pessimistic. According to them, this problem will
worsen and may even destroy human civilization.
Solutions to environmental problems can also be found
by bringing about positive changes in people’s
behavior (Yeung). Humans have no such sensor to
warn themabout how human activities harm the planet
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Earth (Daniel Goleman). He further said that ecological
intelligence helps humans to understand the wider
nature of global environmental changes and the
increasing threats to human health. Ecological
intelligence has the potential to improve human
behaviour and attitudes in order to address long-term
life and environmental issues on the planet. Planning,
synthesis, evaluation, and better judgment are
examples ofecological intelligence that can be used
to improve real-life situations by utilizing limited
resources.

Conclusion:

The environment is where we all meet, where
we all benefit. It is one thing we all share (Lady Bird
Johnson). Human beings have caused a lot of damage
to the environment through their unconscious activities
to live a comfortable life. Therefore, the environmental
damage that is being done by humans should be
corrected by humans only. Because the environment
is not inherited by us, it is the debt of our future
generations (American proverb). Many people believe
that environmental problems have arisen from the
behaviour of humans. As a result, ecological
intelligence is the central concept by which the
environment can be better used and managed so that
it can meet the greatest number of human needs while
polluting the least amount possible and the ecosystem
can always run.
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