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Introduction
India got freedom with “a bloody, tragic

Partition”(Chandra & others:1989:487)
because the line that Sir Cyril Radcliffe drew
to separate East Pakistan from India was a
deeply disputed one as it was never finalized
properly.(Sengupta & Chatterjee2012:3) As a
result of the disputed separation, the disputed
areas,  like the border of Rajshahi in
Murshidabad district, witnessed arrival of
minority Hindu Bengalis and Buddhist
communities along with many other people
,non-Muslims in a large number. These migrated
people are known as “Refugee” or “Udbastu.”
“Udbastu” is a Bangla term and its Hindi
meaning is “Sharnarthi”.
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ABSTRACT
After partition, Hindus   and other non-Muslim communities were forced to leave their homeland
in East Pakistan.(now Bangladesh) The exodus proved to be an important historical event of
post independent  India.  From East Pakistan’s minority section of Hindu and Buddhist communities
and many other non-Muslim people migrated to adjoining regions of West Bengal in India. These
migrants are known as “Refugee  or “Udbastu” (in Bangla language). They migrated to different
districts of West Bengal. They also   came to several places in the district of Murshidabad and
took shelter. As a result of their migration, the refugee problem emerged and gradually surfaced
in Murshidabad. Undoubtedly the migrant Udbastus settled in various places in Murshidabad,but
they had to  face many challenges of day to day life for their existence. In this study, the
problems of the refugees especially in the district of Murshidabad of West Bengal are traced,
discussed and assessed during the period of study with a focus on its impact on socio-economic
and political life of the region and its inhabitants.
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Hypothetical Approach
The problems of refugee are mainly confined

to neighbouring countries but recently refugees and
their socio-economic and political implications
attracted the global attention as their problems
affected the relations of many countries especially
since twentieth century. According to the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees, as of January 2019,
70.8 million (41.3 million internally, 25.9 million
registered (20.4 million under UNHCR, 5.5 million
under UNRWA), 3.5 million asylum seekers) had
been displaced worldwide. (Wikipedia) Obviously
mass departure of people has been a big problem
across the world and in consequent followed by
unending of exodus as well as death of migrants in
a large number. In this background hypothetically
the coming of  Bengali Hindus and other non-



Ideal Research Review Vol.,67, No.1, September 2021 66

Muslims from East Pakistan must have been a big
problem to its neighbouring areas and its dwellers
in India.

Methodology
This paper is mainly based on published

sources available in shape of official reports,
gazetteers, notes, research papers, books etc. The
various editions of contemporary newspapers
published from Calcutta form an important source
for the study as they provide authentic data and
true picture of the migration of the people from
East Pakistan, now Bangladesh since 1971.The
said sources are available in West Bengal State
Archives, Central Library and other academic
institutions in and around Calcutta. Field Survey
and google accounts are also within the scope of
sources.

Review of the Literature
An important work on refugees by Prafulla

Kumar Chakraborty titled “The Marginal Men”
published in 1990.(Lumiere Book,Kalyani,West
Bengal).In 1997,its Bangla translation “Prantik
Manav-The Story of Refugees in West Bengal”
“Paschim Bange Udvastu Jeevane Katha”
published by Pratikhan Paublications,7,Jawaharlal
Nehru Road,Kolkata. The author broadly
discussed migration of Bengali Hindus, their
agonies and observed that non-Muslims had had
no alternative except migration to India.
Undoubtedly it is a good work on the problems
of refugees in view of mass departure of Bengali
Hindus and other non-Muslims from East Pakistan
to West Bengal especially Kolkata and its
adjoining areas. Another important work on the
refugees of West Bengal was authored by Sandip
Bandhopadhyay (1993).In his scholarly work
titled “Deshbhag—Deshtyag” (Partition and
Emigration, Anushtup, 2E,Navin Kundu
Lane,Kolkata,1993,pp1-108+Map),the noted
author focused on partition of India and migration
from both India and Pakistan to one another
respectively with emphasis on partition of Bengal,

displacement, human dishonour etc. Admittedly, it
was a write up to be appreciated by one and all ,
however, the noted book lacks the discussion of
migration of refugees from East Pakistan to its
border regions of India.”Bengal divided-Hindu
communalism and partition 1932-1947" is a well
known macro study by Joya Chatterji (1994,
Cambridge University Press, New Delhi, pp i-xiv+
1-305) in Bengal perspective. Undoubtedly in this
unique work there is a nice presentation of the
problem but there is just a reference of the problem
of refugee in the district of Murshidabad in West
Bengal. Another significant writing on the refugees
in West Bengal is “Partitioned Lives: Migrants,
Refugees, Citizens in India and Pakistan 1947-
1965” by Haimanti Roy   published by Oxford
University Press.(New Delhi,2012)The noted
author discussed the problems of refugee in context
of India and Pakistan and focused on its main
aspects of population transfer, mass violence,
resettlement, rehabilitation, communal
understandings of community identity, categories
of identity ,provincial politics, impact of the partition
etc. in historical perspective. As the work is written
in respect of two nations-India and Pakistan, there
is not much more discussion of the problems region
wise, and just mention of the problem in
Murshidabad district in few pages of the book.

Purpose, Objective and Motivation
The main purpose of the paper is to focus on

the socio-economic and political implications of
mass departure of Bengali Hindus and other non-
Muslims from East Pakistan to India with especial
reference to the district of Murshidabad in West
Bengal. Admittedly the exodus was a big challenge
to India and its inhabitants especially in the district
of Murshidabad, with this tracing, discussion and
assessing of their various kinds of problems are
within the objective of the paper. Recently report
of   print media and electronic media and its focus
on the exodus through the length and breadth of
the world drew global attention, as a consequence
of it, I got motivation to work on the socio-
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economic and political implications of mass
departure of Bengali Hindus and non-Muslims
from East Pakistan to the district of Murshidabad
in West Bengal of India.

 Migrants and their Socio-Economic and
Political Issues in the District of Murshidabad

Generally speaking, a refugee is a displaced
person who has crossed national boundaries and
who cannot or is unwilling to return home due to
well-founded fear of persecution.(Wikipedia) Its
meaning changed from “one seeking asylum” to
“one fleeing home” during first world war around
1916.(Wikipedia)  According to The UN Refugee
Agency,” A refugee is someone who has been
forced to flee his or her country because of
persecution ,war or violence .A refugee has well-
found fear of persecution of race, religion, political
opinion or membership in a particular social group.
Most likely, they can not return home or are afraid
to do so.”(UNHCR) They seek shelter and
safety.(Chakroborti2008:163-164) After partition,
a large number of people migrated to the border
regions of India from West Pakistan (Pakistan)
and East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) It posed a
big problem to the country as many Hindus and
Sikhs migrated to neighbourin g districts and
Punjab and West Bengal. The Bengalis Hindus and
non-Muslims in East Pakistan became victim of
communal attitude and fled their home  and  took
shelter in different districts of West Bengal including
various places in the district of Murshidabad. They
faced many challenges to ensure their socio-
economic   life. As a result of the migration that
started at the end of 1940s at first produced
demographic changes in the dist rict  of
Murshidabad.

Many of the refugees fought for shelter in
refugee camps or in the first phase of construction of
camps for them.. Some camps were built for them.
Many refugees   took shelter in these camps. These
camps were very tragic in nature, where refugees
suffered from painful life.The problems mainly

centered around the lack of drinking water, toilets
facilities, sanitation, medical facilities  etc. In many
cases, the refugees were settled in the countryside.
Those who took shelter in camps or elsewhere had
to face various kinds of sufferings   in East Bengal.
In East Bengal Many of them   had  high social status.
But as refugee they had to face fortune of happiness
and sorrow both at the same time.

Many displaced families abandoned their own
place and at their initiative built space colony in
various places in Murshidabad district. Many of
abandoned, derelict land or space occupied by
overnight and rapidly with the bamboo, straw, etc.
houses were built. Some of them took refuge with
their relatives. They came from east and west   as
Radcliffe commission divided the Indian
subcontinent.  It brought radical changes in the
History of Modern India. After independence the
future of the district of Murshidabad was uncertain.
The district was predominantly Muslim state of
Pakistan. Finally, on 18 th August,  1947
Murshidabad district joined with India. Later on
the uprooted people migrated to the district of
Murshidabad. Minority communities in large
number left their house and property etc. in East
Pakistan.  The migrated people   included  85%
Hindus, 10% Muslims, Buddhists, Jains and the
rest of the 2% of the migrated  people belonged to
other faiths (Bandopadhyay & others2003:151)
than Islam. The number of homeless people from
the East Pakistan gradually   began to increase.
According to the information provided by the Office
of Refugee Resettlement (Kolkata), people arrived
in West Bengal  during 1946-1950 was 7.46% of
the total population of East Pakistan.

During the decades 1940-1960, the number
of migrated refugees increased in the district of
Murshidabad that produced pressure and changes
in demographic status and caused poverty, housing
issues and other problems like overcrowding township.
Therefore, new settlements sprang up in several areas
where there were no residential facilities.Many villages,
therefore, gradually emerged as the most populous
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city, for example: Beldanga, Domkal, Jangipur and
so on in the district of Murshidabad. This migration,
on the one hand, helped start the process of
urbanization and on the other hand many diversified
occupations  were started and occupational changes
took  place.

The third dimension of the changes occurred
in different parts of the district as a result of the
settlement of small and cottage industries,
expanded communication and establishment of
educational institutions. New identification of “East
Bengal refugee” had come to light and Bengal’s
regional linguistic diversity had become extensive.
In this background, it is expedient to view status
of Hindu and Muslim population in East Pakistan
during 1941-1981.

Demographic Status
No. of Hindu and Muslim population in East
Pakistan after partition-
Year Muslim (%) Hindu (%)
1941 70.3 29.7
1951 76.9 23.1
1961 80.4 19.6
1971 85.4 14.6
1981 86.7 13.3

Source: Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics
The refugees migrated to the different districts

of West Bengal particularly to the district of
Murshidabad. As a result of the huge migration,
the refugee problem became serious in
Murshidabad. It is obviously apparent from the
number of refugees living the camps.

No. of refugees living in the camps
District Refugee camp Noof people
Nadia 7 53,160
24 Parganas 45 43,284
Burdwan 30 43,127
Hooghly 11 18,013
Howrah 7 7,779

Bankura 7 11,165
Birbhum 17 17,400
Murshidabad 8 12,709
Midnapur 11 16,838
West Dinajpur 1 989
Coochbehar 1 1,159
Kolkata 7 5,059
Malda - -
Total 152 2,40,682
Source: Relief and Rehabilitation of Displaced
Person in West Bengal (issued by the Govt. of West
Bengal on 15 December 1958)

In 1951, the total demography of the
Murshidabad district was 78233 people . Out of the
demography, 58729 people came to Murshidabad
from East Pakistan. Throughout the decade of the
1950 s, it is found that the strength of uprooted people
in Murshidabad district was very high. Between
1951-1955, about 14.900 people came from East
Pakistan to the district of Murshidabad, and they
gradually began to settle at different places. From 1st

April,1951 to 1st March,1961,  total 33,563 displaced
persons came to the district, and it was  44.13% of
the total immigrants in the state of West Bengal
(Roy1961:41).As a result of the migration, the
demography strength  increased in Murshidabad
district after partition. The picture of population of
Murshidabad is as follows during the year 1911-1971:

Census Population
1911 13,45,073
1921 12,24,181
1931 13,70,677
1941 16,40,530
1941 16,40,530
1951 17,15,759
1961 22,90,010
1971 29,40,204

Source: District Census Handbook,Murshidabad,1971
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From the above data we see that the rate of
population growth in the previous three decades of
independence was 7.08%. But the rate of
population growth in the next two decades after
independence raised to 8.16%. But the rate of
demographic growth started to decrease in Kandi
subdivision up to 5.36%, due  to famine and its
impact. Massive population increased during 1951-
61. The growth rate was 33.47% in the entire district
of Murshidabad. In rural areas, the growth rate was
32.50% and in Urban areas that was 44.87%.In
Sadar sub-division of Murshidabad, the growth
rate was more than 36.20% and this rate was lower
than 28.31% in Jangipur sub-division
(Bandopadhyay & others 2003: 152)
    Demographic Status of subdivisions of
Murshidabad district : 1941-1971

Sub-Division   Census and  Population

1941 1951 1961    1971

Jangipur411618 431979 554276  732881

Lalbagh 363885 393871 528665   659167

Sadar 449749 544228 741278    997800

Kandi 365278 345681 465791  590356
Source:  District Census Handbook,

  Murshidabad, 1961 & 1971.

Most of the population increased in
Hariharpara police station, the growth rate was
49.2%. In Mursidabad police station it was
45.6%, and in Jalangi police station 44.1%. But
the growth rate was less in Farakka and
Samaseraganj police stations(Bandopadhyay &
others2003:163).
Demography of Police Stations in
Murshidabad District: 1941—1971

Police Station Census and Population
1941 1951 1961  1971

Farakka 53315 58791 70968 08793
Shamshirganj 67402 74324 92079 23519
Suti 92174 91686 122927 165640
Raghunathganj 127887 132633 163134 202751
Sagardighi 70,840 74545 105168 132178
Lalgola 70,663 78,247 96,400 120346
Bhagawabangola 70159 89808 118334 148661
Raninagar 91116 91672 128517 155458
Jiaganj 23097 29130 38662 45706
Murshidabad 43229 44517 64915 83335
Nabagram 56621 60443 82237 106661
Jalangi 56210 55040 79312 93887
Domkol 76503 82804 112968 149412
Nawada 57450 58652 80888 103826
Hariharpara 55069 58570 87407 116180
Beldanga 144634 151339 198128 257042
Berhampore 109883 137823 182575 237474
Khargram 81862 81902 111410 140561
Kandi 75607 71436 97965  129770
Burwan 87544 81917 109088 137719
Bharatpur 120265 110426 147328 182306
Source: District Census Handbook,
  Murshidabad, 1961 & 1971

In many places they established new villages and
the villages gradually transformed into towns. The
various organizations and individuals came forward to
assist them. Many of the refugees got shelter in refugee
camps. In Murshidabad District the refugee camps
were set up at Madhupur-1,Bishnupur,Banajetiya,
Bairagaci, Goyalajana, Mahalandi, Ayesabaga,
Dhusaripara, Purapara, Raghunathaganja etc.
(Personal Interview) The condition of those camps
were very   deplorable and depressing.

It is expedient to assess the district–wise rise
in demography of West Bengal during 1951-1961
and 1961-1971:
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S.no.  Districts       1951-1961       1961-1971

1. Bankura 6.17                              22.02

2. Burdwan 40.65                               27.06

3. Birbhum 35.55                               22.80

4. Darjeeling 35.90                               25.16

5. Howrah 26.51                               18.58

6. Hoogly 39.02                               28.72

7. Jalpaiguri 48.27                               28.76

8. Cooch Behar 52.45                               38.67

9. Kolkata 8.48                              7.57

10. Malda 30.33                               31.98

11. Medinipur 29.26                               26.89

12. Murshidabad 33.46                               28.57

13. Nadia 49.81                               29.91

14.  Purulia 16.33                                17.86

15. 24 Parganas 40.84                                34.53

16. West Dinajpur 35.51                                40.50

Total 20.80                                26.87
Source: Census of India,New Delhi, 1951,1961
and 1971(Registrar General of India,New Delhi)

There are ten districts in West Bengal
bordering Bangladesh viz.  Cooch
Behar,Jalpaiguri,Darjeeling,East Dinajpur,West
Dinajpur, Malda, Murshidabad, Nadia,North 24
Parganas and South 24 Parganas. The above
noted the district–wise rise in demography of West
Bengal during 1951-1961 and 1961-1971
revealed that the population growth rates in the
bordering districts are more than the overall
population growth of the State as whole. In the

first decade immediately after partition, all the
border districts had higher population growth than
the overall rate of 32.8 per cent. The highest growth
rate was observed in Cooch Behar (52.5 per cent)
followed by Nadia (49.8 per cent),Jalpaiguri (48.3
per cent)and 24 Parganas (40.8 per cent).Among
the interior districts, Burdwan(40.7 per cent) and
Hooghly (39.0 per cent) had high growth rates.
The intensity of growth rates has come down in the
next two decades viz. the sixties and the seventies.

  The government adopted various measures
for rehabilitation of refugees but the measures  were
inadequate in comparison to the actual needs of
the refugees. The various organizations and
individuals came forward to assist refugees in the
district. The Lalgola Congress Committee(A.P.12-
5-1948:2), Kasimbazar Maharaja, Berhampore
municipality(A.P.27-5-1948:3) played an important
role in this regard8. In Berhampore, many displaced
families migrated from East Pakistan to the district
of Murshidabad. At Khagara, near Berhampore
migrated  people held a meeting on 14 March 1948,
and  formed  “Purba-Pakistanagata Ashraya Samiti”
(A.P.24-3-1948:5). As refugee some of them could
not achieve their social and political rights. In their
new colony’s life, they have no voting credentials
and did not get facilities of ration cards. Political
leaders  promised  them  to  solve  their  problems,
but  the  promise  remained  day  dreams.  As  a
result, they lived in  worse situation in the  new
country,  and faced a deprived social condition.

The West Bengal government’s resettlement
minister Mr Nikunja Maiti visited  Kandi-
Radharaghata Ramajolara field side. There were
about 15,000 refugees residing in camps.
According to an official report, government
purchased 500 acres of land ((A.P.24-8-1948:4)
to create shelter houses for asylum seekers at
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Kandi near Mahalandi. A water tank was built
for refugees near shelter houses. In Lalagola
about 300 migrants from East Pakistan (East
Bengal) were settled and established a new
village, named Tantipara at Lalgola (A.P.01-5-
1948:2). They  employed themselves as
fishermen, barbers, pottery-making etc.

At this time, the displaced people came
from Pabna, Bogra, Kushtia, Dhaka of East
Pakistan(A.P.10-5-1948:2). The Congress
political workers arranged    bamboo, rope,
straw etc. to build accommodation houses for
seeking asylums by migrants. Kasimabajar
Maharaja established a colony for migrants, it
is now known as Manindranagara Colony
(A.P.27-5-1948:3). The Murshidabad district
planning officer, Mr. Abanibhusana Chakraborty
explained the purpose of assistance to asylum
and aid seekers migrants. At Ayesabaga colony
Barujibi families began their rehabilitation. They
built their houses with bamboo and jute sticks,
and each family built Baroja for growing and
selling of betel leaves. (Bandopadhyay
2013:257) Thus after the partition of India in
1947, a big challenge appeared before migrants
and   provoked them to keep their social
recognition they enjoyed earlier. In order to
achieve the identity and the protection, they took
it seriously and decided to fight for the purpose.
The West Bengal refugees gradually got alerted
and played an important role in protecting the
rights of migrants. Joya Chatterji Rightly pointed
out that” Partition transformed Bengal and India

yet, for the most part, the changes which flowed
from Partition were as unexpected as they were
far-reaching.”(quoted in Choudhury 2020:16)
Conclusion:

Thus it is apparent that migration of Bengali
Hindus and others from East Pakistan to West
Bengal especially to the district of Murshidabad
marked a new phase in the  history of refugee
problems in India as a whole and in the district
Murshidabad of West Bengal in particular. As a
result of the exodus, it led to demographic
changes and produced a number of socio-
economic problems in the life of the people of
the district. The district–wise rise in demography
of West Bengal during 1951-1961 and 1961-
1971 displayed that the population growth rates
in the bordering districts are more than the overall
population growth of the State as whole.
Undoubtedly, the state government provided
shelter and various kinds of assistance,
sanctioned and implemented measures for their
rehabilitation, but the measures proved to be
inadequate in comparison to actual necessities
of the migrants. Political parties and political
workers, especially that of the Congress Party,
helped and   assisted them in their rehabilitation
in camps and later on villages that gradually
emerged as towns. The migrants gradually got
alerted and decided to fight for achieving the
identity and rights of migrants. Historically, the
partition transformed in many respects as it
produced unexpected effects.
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